
Google Dataset Search: Beta Release 

 

This just in (September, 2018)! Google just announced the launch of Google Dataset Search. 

You can find it at https://toolbox.google.com/datasetsearch, or simply search Google: Google 

dataset search.  

According to Google, “Dataset Search enables users to find datasets stored across 

thousands of repositories on the Web, making these datasets universally accessible and useful.” 

The Google site is in beta, which means that it has a long way to go.  

Like all data repositories, results are not systematic or comprehensive, but are hit or miss. 

Not every country, state, or municipality will be represented evenly. University repositories are 

nearly non-existent in this beta release. Many state data centers are lacking. 

Think of Google Dataset Search not a place to find answers for your statistical questions, 

but as a resource for finding datasets that may be able to answer questions. 

Just as with Google Scholar, Google does not tell us which sites are included in Google 

Dataset Search. We are left to figure that out for ourselves. In Table 1 below I have attempted to 

show some of the sites featured in the search results. 

 

Table 1. Google Dataset Search, Selected Sites by Category. 

Commercial Data Centers 

ceicdata.com (formerly China Economic Information Center) 

data.world 

figshare.com 

hub.arcgis.com (from Esri, producer of GIS software) 

kaggle.com (data training service) 

Data Repositories and Non-Profit Organizations 

datacite.org 

datadryad.org 

datamed.biocaddie.org 

datamed.org 

datamirror.org (mirror site for data.gov) 

opendata.socrata.com (cloud platform for public sector organizations) 

propublica.org 

researchconnections.org 

Universities and Consortia 

climatedataguide.ucar.edu (university consortium) 

databank.illinois.edu (University of Illinois) 

dataverse.harvard.edu (Harvard University) 

gstore.unm.edu (University of New Mexico)  

icpsr.umich.edu (Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research) 

iris.edu (university consortium) 

https://toolbox.google.com/datasetsearch


International Organizations 

europeandataportal.eu 

sdg.org (Sustainable Development Goals initiative of the UN) 

Foreign National Governments 

data.gouv.fr (France) 

data.uk.gov (United Kingdom) 

data.wu.ac.at (Austria) 

datos.gob.es (Spain) 

open.canada.ca (Canada) 

statcan.gc.ca (Statistics Canada) 

US Federal Government 

data.gov (US government open data initiative) 

fraser.stlouisfed.org (FRASER project, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis) 

nasa.gov (National Aeronautics and Space Administration) 

osti.gov (US Dept. of Energy, Office of Scientific and Technical Information) 

energystar.gov (Energy Dept.) 

usgs.gov (US Geological Survey) 

State Web Sites 

data.colorado.gov 

data.maryland.gov 

data.ny.gov 

data.vermont.gov 

Local Government Sites 

cookcountyil.gov (Cook County, Illinois) 

data.lacity.org (City of Los Angeles) 

data.cityofnewyork.us (City of New York) 

gisdata.fultoncountyga.gov (Fulton County, Georgia) 

opendata.dc.gov (District of Columbia) 

 

When searching, remember that you shouldn’t think first of finding an answer directly, 

but indirectly. Search for datasets that might possibly contain the data you are looking for. 

Rather than looking for passengers at denver international airport, try searching for 

airport passengers or enplanements. Instead of specifically for wheat production in Colorado, 

search generally for wheat production. Best results are attained by searching more generally. 

This differs from searching in Google Web, Google Scholar, and Google Books, when better 

results are retrieved by being more specific. 


