
Sample Syllabus 
 

LITERATURE FOR CHILDREN 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Survey of literature and materials for children with an emphasis on literary 
evaluation, selection and collection development, educational uses and current 
standards, creative programming, and readers advisory.  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES, GOALS AND STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 

1. Demonstrate a knowledge of children’s literature, periodicals, audiovisual 
materials, electronic media, and other materials that contribute to a 
diverse, current, and relevant children’s literature collection 

2. Implement criteria for evaluating and analyzing the content and artistic 
merit of materials for children in all genres and formats using appropriate 
critical language and analytical frameworks 

3. Identify, select and synthesize critical commentary from reputable 
reference sources guiding selection and literary criticism to support the 
discussion and analysis of literature for young people 

4. Plan varied learning activities, motivational strategies, and/or library 
programs to guide the development of young readers based on 
appropriate reading materials and the needs and interests of children 

5. Contribute substantively to the scholarly discussion of current issues in 
the field of literature for children with a focus on objectively analyzing 
personal response and offering professional contextual critique 

 
COURSE MATERIALS / REQUIRED TEXTBOOK 
Vardell, Sylvia M. 2019. CHILDREN’S LITERATURE IN ACTION: A Librarian’s 
Guide (Third Edition). Libraries Unlimited. Paperback: ISBN-13: 978-1440867781 
 
GENERAL POLICIES (include your own policies) 

1. ACCESSIBILITY INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS 
2. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
3. ATTENDANCE POLICY 
4. STUDENT INFORMATION ACCESS 
5. EMAIL ACCESS 

 
COURSE POLICIES 
1. LATE POLICY. There are specific deadlines for ALL assignments, usually just 

before midnight Central Time on designated dates. Be careful of waiting until 
the last minute, as this may be peak access time for others if you are posting 



on Blackboard or on your blog. You can always turn work in EARLY. 
Complete all assignments by the due date and time posted. You might want 
to print off your work to document the day and time stamp in case it is not 
received or accessible on time. NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED. 
Check the Watercooler discussion forum and your email regularly for general 
updates about deadlines, feedback, and assignments, too. 

 
ONE FINAL CAUTION: Be sure to double-check your blog URL that you 
have posted on Blackboard. You might even have a friend or classmate 
try to access your blog independently. Many a student has posted the 
wrong URL or a dead link and lost points because their assignments were 
not visible after the deadline has passed. Be sure your reviews are posted 
by each deadline. It is your responsibility to be sure your link is live and 
correct in time for each module deadline. 

 
2. VACATION/TRAVEL POLICY. In the online environment it is possible to 

participate in our course from any physical location as long as you have 
Internet access. Thus, you may choose to travel during the semester while 
enrolled in this class and that is your prerogative. However, it is your 
responsibility to plan for course access while traveling, or complete work in 
advance, or skip the assignment and forego the grade points altogether 
should you decide to be "absent" from the course. The course schedule and 
deadlines are set from the very beginning of the semester and it is the 
student's responsibility to plan accordingly by submitting work, taking 
quizzes, posting in the discussion forum, etc. according to the class schedule. 

3. SAVING AND DOCUMENTING YOUR WORK. It is also generally 
recommended that students maintain copies of all work submitted. I urge 
you to compose and save all written assignments using your favorite word 
processing software, THEN go online to post them (by copying and pasting) 
or to email them (as required). It can be very frustrating to compose a lengthy 
discussion posting, for example, and then to lose it due to some technical 
glitch. For email assignments you can also cc a copy of the assignment to 
yourself at your own email address. 

4.  COURSE CHANGES AND COMMUNICATION. The instructor reserves the 
right to make changes in the syllabus, course site and/or course schedule, as 
deemed necessary. Students will be notified of any and all changes. Check the 
discussion forums and your email regularly. Deadlines may be changed, 
assignments refined, etc. Email and Blackboard is how new information is 
usually communicated. Read it. As your instructor, I promise to try to 
respond to all emails within 48 hours, unless I have previously announced 
my absence. However, if I have not responded to your email, it may mean 
that I have not received it at all due to a technical glitch. This happens 
occasionally. Please resend your email and/or use the telephone to contact 



me. And be sure your current email address is listed for you in the 
Blackboard course site. Then KEEP that same email address. If your email 
address changes during the semester, change the listing of your email address 
on Blackboard IMMEDIATELY. This is critical to success in this course. 

5. COPYRIGHT. I have worked hard to create all these documents and gather 
all this information for this course. If you should use or adapt this to share 
with colleagues and others in any format, please give me credit for my words 
by citing my name and your source. This is a professional courtesy as well as 
the law. And I promise I will do the same. I will credit you by name for any 
work you produce that might be used in my publications. Thank you for your 
consideration in return. 

6. BIBLIOGRAPHIC FORMAT. For all written work requiring a bibliography, 
please follow the standard Chicago Style Manual (CMS) format required for 
all professional writing in the School of Library and Information Studies. 

7. EMAIL PROTOCOL 
• Please identify your emails by name and course number in the subject line 

and/or the body of the message. I teach multiple courses, so I may not 
know which course you’re referring to. Put your name on all attachments 
and assignments please or you may not get credit for your work. 

• You will receive mail replies or receipts (acknowledgement of your email 
with a response to follow) from me for EVERY email question or 
assignment you send me. If you do NOT hear from me within 48 hours, I 
probably did not receive your email. Please resend your message. 

• Use the Blackboard discussion forum for general questions and 
comments. But for urgent or time-sensitive matters, please email me 
directly. 

• Be sure to use a respectful tone and language in every email and posting, 
and always remember that email is ultimately a public venue and can be 
read by anyone anywhere. 

 
GRADING POLICY 
All work for this course is to be edited and executed with care and 
professionalism. Final course grades are based on the accumulation of points for 
each assignment, with a maximum of 1000 points possible. Students, therefore, 
also have some control over what they may choose to do or not to do, depending 
on the final grade each student desires. However, if you are serious about 
earning an A, you need to plan to do ALL the assignments, and to do your very 
best on every one. With grading guidelines and personal feedback provided for 
each assignment, you will receive a great deal of support to enable your success. 
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 



1. ONLINE DISCUSSION. This course meets totally online; therefore, you must 
participate actively in the student-led online discussion of the assigned 
reading(s) and posted “lecture notes” (available in the “Lectures” area) in the 
course Discussion Forum. This includes posting three times for each module 
discussion online, on different days, not all in one hour to receive full credit. The 
idea is to encourage interaction, which occurs over time. NO LATE POSTINGS 
TO THE DISCUSSION FORUMS WILL BE ALLOWED AFTER EACH MODULE 
DEADLINE. We’ll consider our reading of assigned chapters and children’s/YA 
books. We will also share information about relevant web sites, analysis of recent 
articles, relevant commentary from external listservs, programming ideas, etc. for 
each module.  

These should all be thoughtful and substantive postings. A few more than 
three postings is fine in each module if the discussion is lively and interesting, 
but please avoid posting multiple times-- it becomes overwhelming for all of us. 
Feel free to use email or instant messaging if you want to dialogue with fellow 
students further. In addition, you may initiate a thread or respond to the 
postings of others—either or both is acceptable. (See also the assignment 
guidelines. You will find these online in the Assignments area of the course.) 
 
2. BOOK REVIEWS and BLOG. You will be reading several titles of children's 
literature this semester, including featured authors, focus titles, etc. assigned for 
each module. For each book, you will prepare a brief response in the form of a 
written book review which will be posted on your own blog. You’ll create a blog 
that houses your reviews for this class, but also offers a “service” for the reading 
community at large. For each book review you will include the five following 
components: 
 

a. Bibliographic data (Be sure to cite the author, title, illustrator (if 
there is one), publisher, publication date, and ISBN number for 
each book.) 

b. Brief plot summary (maximum one paragraph) 
c. Critical analysis with specific literary considerations pertinent to 

each genre (this is the “heart” of your review) 
d. Awards won (if any) and review excerpt(s) (from Horn Book, School 

Library Journal, Booklist, etc.) 
e. Connections (related books, enrichment activities, children’s 

responses, etc.) 
 
*These should be coherent, polished, well-organized sentences and paragraphs. 
Quality of writing IS a factor in this assignment. 
 

You can use a free blog site service of your choosing, but after much trial 
and error with previous students, I highly recommend http://blogspot.com 

http://blogspot.com/


offered by Google. It’s the easiest, most intuitive, and most user-friendly. But you 
are welcome to use any blog tool you prefer (such as Tumblr or WordPress or 
Weebly). Ideally, this will become a tool you can use in the future in your work 
with children, families, and books. However, for the purposes of this course, do 
not worry about graphics or other bells and whistles, just get your content 
posted. There is a special discussion forum set up for posting the URL or address 
of your blog site once it is set up. If you have a pre-established blog site, you may 
simply add to it for this course. Just be sure the links and labels for THIS course 
are all very clear and specific to THIS course. NO LATE REVIEWS WILL BE 
ACCEPTED. (See schedule for assigned dates for each book. See also the 
assignment guidelines. You will find these online in the Assignments area of the 
course.)  
 As you prepare your reviews for your blog, you’ll find guidance in 
evaluating the literary quality of your books and writing your “critical analysis” 
by looking in each chapter of the textbook where criteria and examples are 
provided. In the Assignments area of our Blackboard course site there are also 
sample book reviews and “worksheets” for evaluating books in each genre that 
may be helpful as you hone your skills in seriously evaluating the quality of 
children’s books.  
 
3. QUIZZES. Each genre will conclude with a brief quiz. Each quiz will be a 
timed, objective measure of assigned textbook and online readings. It is required 
that each student takes his/her own quiz without the benefit of notes or help of 
any kind as a matter of honor. Each quiz will be administered over the Internet at 
the course site at Blackboard at the end of each genre study. You may take them 
at your convenience, but each module quiz must be completed by the specified 
deadline. YOU MAY NOT TAKE THE QUIZ AFTER THE GENRE DEADLINE. 
NO LATE QUIZZES ARE ALLOWED. There are six quizzes, one for each Genre 
module. There is also a Pre-Quiz you can take just to practice taking a test online. 
Taking the Pre-Quiz is optional and has no point value. 
 
4. MIDTERM PROJECT. Your midterm project is in lieu of the standard final 
exam and enables you to apply your knowledge of current literature for children 
in a unique and innovative way. You have the opportunity to try your hand at 
creating a digital book trailer, a popular trend in book promotion and 
booktalking. You will select and read an award-winning book and create a trailer 
to promote your book selected from one of the following children’s/YA book 
awards—either a winner or an honor book (from 2015 or later). An updated list 
of choices that include the 2019 award winners will be posted after Jan. 28 when 
the latest awards are announced. 
 

*Caldecott Award 
*Newbery Award 



*Coretta Scott King Award 
*Pura Belpre Award 
*Scott O’Dell Award 
*Sibert Award 
*Printz Award 

 
You will submit your Midterm Project via the Discussion Board. You do not need 
to post this on your blog site, although you certainly may, if you desire. Most 
students post their digital trailers on YouTube and then post the link in the 
discussion forum for Midterm Projects. Sign up early for the book you want so 
we can avoid duplication. NO LATE PROJECTS WILL BE ACCEPTED. See the 
Assignment Guidelines for examples and additional information on Midterm 
Projects.  
 
COURSE TOPIC SEQUENCE 
Note: Course schedule is subject to change without notice at the discretion of the 
instructor. Students will be informed of any and all changes. See separate 
assignment schedule of due dates for assignments for each genre module. 
 
GENRE 1 PICTURE BOOKS 
GENRE 2 TRADITIONAL LITERATURE 
GENRE 3 POETRY 
GENRE 4 NONFICTION 
GENRE 5 HISTORICAL FICTION/BIOGRAPHY 
GENRE 6 FICTION &  FANTASY 
 
Written feedback on all work is provided to each student after each module. 
 
MODULE DEADLINES 
(11:59pm Central Standard Time, CST) 
Genre 1 due Jan. 31 
Genre 2 due Feb. 14 
Genre 3 due Feb. 28 
Midterm Project due Mar. 7 
Genre 4 due Mar. 21 
Genre 5 due Apr. 11 
Genre 6 due May 2 
 
See the Course SCHEDULE for details on each genre module. 
See the READING LIST for details on books assigned for each genre module. 
 

Copyright Sylvia M. Vardell  


