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Author in Action: Kristine O’Connell George 
 

Kristine O’Connell George burst onto the poetry scene winning the Lee 
Bennett Hopkins award for the most outstanding new book of children's poetry in 
1997 for her book, The Great Frog Race and Other Poems. In addition, she won the 
Lee Bennett Hopkins Promising Poet Award the following year in 1998. Her book, 
Little Dog and Duncan (Clarion 2002) was the Claudia Lewis Award recipient in 
2002, a recognition given by Bank Street College and Hummingbird Nest: A Journal 
of Poems (Harcourt 2004) won the same award in 2004. Kristine O’Connell George’s 
poetry books include highly visual picture book collections. She has focused 
largely on nature themes and animal poems, but has also tackled middle school  
experiences that many children can relate to. George’s own Web site 
(http://www.kristinegeorge.com) is also an American Library Association “best 
Web site” for families and kids. It is a rich resource for readers as well as aspiring 
poetry writers. Here she writes about the evolution of her site and how it has 
connected her with readers and the poetry community at large.  
 

Celebrating Children’s Poetry in the Virtual World 
by Kristine O’Connell George 

 
Ten years in “Internet time” feels historical—practically another era. If the 

Internet maintained a National Historic Register for Web sites, there might be a plaque 
over the virtual front door of www.kristinegeorge.com that would read: Built in 1997. 
Remember staring at the squinty-small screens and listening to the melodic screeches 
that let you know your dial-up connection to the Internet was imminent? My first book, 
The Great Frog Race, was published in 1997. That was also the year I replaced my 
aging computer and discovered Microsoft Publisher software. After a quick survey of my 
new whizbang toy, I learned this software could be used to design a Web page. A Web 
page? What a great idea! I immediately decided to build a Web site to celebrate my first 
book. 

Knowing absolutely nothing about Web design and next to nothing about how 
my new computer functioned did not slow me down. My inner geek soon had me staying 
up until 3 a.m., delving into the arcane world of html codes, meta tags, and buttons. The 
result was my first tottery Web page—complete with buttons! (Buttons were a Big Deal 
at the time, and I was very excited that mine changed colors when you clicked on them. 
How cool is that?!?) The finished site was not a work of art and loaded  v e r y  slowly—
so slowly that I advised visitors to get a cup of tea while waiting.  

At that time, Bruce Balan and I were among a handful of children’s authors who 
hosted Web sites. Bruce actually knows a great deal about computers and Web design. 
Once he quit laughing at my clunky computer coding, he helped me unravel many of the 
snarls I’d created in my enthusiasm. Most importantly, Bruce shared his philosophy of 
the Web with me: The Internet is a venue for a meeting of minds—a place where 
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commerce should take a backseat to community and content. I’ve been guided by that 
concept ever since. 

Contact with visitors to my site began slowly. At first, every “hit” was a thrill 
because a “hit” meant that a visitor had at least found the front door to the site. Other 
milestones include the first e-mail from a student and the first international contact. 
Today I hear from readers all over the world, such as a teacher in Sri Lanka, an eight-
year-old in Britain who wants me to read his first poem, and students pleading at the last 
minute for help with school assignments. Readers who enjoyed Little Dog Poems send 
pictures of their dogs and occasionally request the recipe for the liver-flavored dog cookies 
mentioned in one of the poems. A daughter in Mississippi wrote about the joy and solace 
she found in reading my book, Hummingbird Nest: A Journal of Poems, to her failing 
mother, who was in a hospice. I have learned that the Internet immediate as well as 
intimate contact. 

The Internet is also a dynamic venue for poetry for children. With a simple mouse 
click, a Web surfer can read or listen to a poem. Because the Internet is an amazing portal 
for me to share my love of poetry, I create a great deal of original, site-specific content. 
Over the years I’ve written teacher’s guides for most of my titles, gathered resource lists 
and links for educators, and conquered the software necessary to record audio clips of my 
poetry. 

I want to emphasize, however, the creation of www.kristinegeorge.com has not 
been a solo effort. The site today benefits from the generosity of teachers and librarians 
who share their expertise—from ideas for successful poetry programs to innovative ways 
to share poetry with young readers. Teachers and librarians alert me to new “tree-ific” 
sites for use with Old Elm Speaks as part of an Earth Day or Arbor Day program. Both 
my readers and I now know how to create a “virtual” campfire from colored paper, fans, 
flashlights, and twigs, thanks to creative teachers and librarians passing along their ideas 
for “campouts” using Toasting Marshmallow: Camping Poems. The “Poetry Power” 
pages on the site include these terrific ideas as well as a list of thirty-three different ways 
to celebrate National Poetry Month. 

Students also contribute to my site content. When Swimming Upstream: 
Middle School Poems was published, I invited students to share their insights about 
middle school in an online forum, “Middle School Musings.” At the onset, I expected to 
hear from a handful of students, perhaps as part of a class project. Instead, I received 
thousands of submissions from students all over the world. “Middle School Musings” 
bulged with heartfelt entries from preteens. Reading what middle schoolers had to say 
fascinated me. A compilation of their comments is still posted on my site. In addition, 
middle school students participated in an Internet writing and photography challenge 
hosted on the site. The discussion and teacher’s guide and the students’ photos and poem 
from that project are also still available. 

Younger students submitted their ideas for the “One Mitten Imagination 
Challenge,” which was designed to spark children’s imagination and to allow them to 
experience the same creative process I used to write the book. Take a minute to consider 
what you would do with only one mitten. Then read the students’ ideas. Our future 
writers, engineers, and politicians posted some real gems. 
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The work involved in maintaining and enhancing a Web site never ends. Keeping 
current on the constantly changing technology is a challenge, and I always have 
exponentially more ideas than time. My hope is that somewhere among the 6,500 
hyperlinks and hundreds of pages on my site, poetry-sharing teachers or librarians will 
find new ideas, encouragement from peers, and helpful resources. 

Having my own poetic place in the vast Internet community continues to be an 
engaging experience. I love “meeting” my readers online. Please stop by and visit 
sometime—the kettle’s on and the welcome mat is always out! 
 
 


