
Complete Biographies 
We generally begin sharing biographies with children with the intent to 
introduce them to famous people in history. Since the late 1970s, authors 
have broadened their scope of biographical subjects to include a greater 
variety of people worth reading about. More books are being written about 
the lives of individuals who made significant contributions to society but 
were often overlooked in the history books.


Picture Book Biographies 
Here the presence of extensive illustrations adds visual interest along with 
pictorial details that enhance the authenticity of the time and place of the 
setting. In addition, the art helps personalize the subject. Therefore, the 
illustrations must be based on careful research and enhance the accuracy, 
as well as the appeal of the content. Although these may be marketed as 
“first” books for young children, they provide a helpful, very visual 
introduction to important and interesting people for readers of any age.


Biography Series 
Many publishing companies have also created biographical series in which 
each book has a fairly standard appearance and content. Most of the time 
these are simply intended as curriculum resources for school or public 
libraries. They do, however, include biographical subjects who are often 
otherwise neglected, especially famous women and people of color. 


Celebrity Biographies 
Another trend in the publication of biography is the celebrity biography 
about the latest movie actor, rock star, or prize-winning athlete, often as part 
of a biography series. These may not be the most in-depth or well-balanced 
types of biography writing at its best, but they are often very popular with 
children and may lure them into reading and discussing the genre of 
biography when no other subject will. 


Collective Biographies 
Collective biographies are also a helpful format in that several short 
biographies are presented together in one book, and they are usually linked 
in some way.


Autobiographies 
Autobiographies and memoirs are biographies written by the subjects 
themselves. Thus, these books can be biased or more subjective than those 
written by impartial authors, but they can also provide interesting personal 
insights into character and personality.
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