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One Book in Action 
 

Apple Pie 4th of July by Janet Wong 
 

For our “One Book in Action” in the picture book category, let’s hone in on 
Janet Wong’s Apple Pie 4th of July (Harcourt 2001), winner of the Asian Pacific 
American Award for Children’s and Young Adult Literature and a Charlotte 
Zolotow Award Highly Recommended Book. It’s a story about a young Asian 
American girl’s worries about fitting it, brought into relief by her family’s 
approach to celebrating the American holiday of the fourth of July by cooking 
chow mein and sweet-and-sour pork in their family store. But by the end of the 
day, she is surprised and gratified that American customers are stopping by for 
Chinese food to go. The story concludes with her family watching the (Chinese) 
fireworks while enjoying (American) apple pie with neighbors. The story can serve 
as a springboard for children sharing their own family traditions for the fourth of 
July or other traditional holidays. In particular, brainstorming a list of holiday 
foods can be fun, with dishes cooked or brought for sampling.  
 
More About the 4th of July 

Contrast Wong’s story with the perspectives of two other young girls 
celebrating the 4th, in the picture books, Happy 4th of July, Jenny Sweeney by Leslie 
Kimmelman (Albert Whitman, 2003) and Happy Birthday, America! by Marsha 
Wilson Chall (HarperCollins, 2000). Which fourth of July traditions are observed 
in your community? Children can research this information and make plans to 
participate, if they choose. For information about where these traditions come 
from consult James Cross Giblin’s nonfiction book for children, Fireworks, Picnics, 
and Flags: The Story of the Fourth of July Symbols by James Cross Giblin (Clarion, 
2001). 
 
More About Family Food Traditions 
 There are also several other picture books about children from Asian 
families and their celebrations and foods that can help expand the discussion, 
including: 
 

Dumpling Soup by Jama Kim Rattigan (Little, Brown, 1998)  
Bee-bim Bop!  by Linda Sue Park (Clarion, 2005) 
Dim Sum for Everyone! by Grace Lin (Knopf, 2001)  
Mama and Papa Have a Store by Amelia Lau Carling (Dial, 1998)  

 
Encourage children to share their own experiences and to capture their stories in 
original drawings and writing. They might try creating placemats or centerpieces 
for use at family meals.  
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More About Janet Wong 
 

Author Janet Wong infuses her cultural background, growing up with 
both Korean and Chinese traditions, into many of her works including several 
picture books: This Next New Year (Farrar, Straus & Giroux 2000) and The Trip 
Back Home (Harcourt 2000). They provide a fascinating view of a child’s 
experience growing up in the U.S. with roots in another country; what it feels 
like to be an American, but “different.” When combined with Before It Wriggles 
Away (Richard C. Owen, 2007), a “Meet the Author” photo-illustrated 
autobiography, we get an interesting picture of the author’s experiences and 
point of view. Older children may enjoy exploring Wong’s poetry in Good Luck 
Gold and Other Poems (Simon & Schuster, 1994), A Suitcase of Seaweed, and Other 
Poems (Simon & Schuster, 1996), Knock on Wood: Poems about Superstitions (Simon 
& Schuster, 2003), and Twist: Yoga Poems (Simon & Schuster, 2007). Check out her 
Web site http://www.janetwong.com for additional information.  
 

By Sylvia Vardell 

http://www.janetwong.com/

