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One Book in Action 
 

Hummingbird Nest by Kristine O’Connell George 
 

For our focus book of poetry, let’s consider Hummingbird Nest: A Journal of 
Poems (Harcourt, 2004), written by Kristine O’Connell George and beautifully 
illustrated by Barry Moser. This distinctive work of poetry won widespread acclaim 
including a much coveted starred review in Booklist, the Claudia Lewis Poetry Award, 
the ASPCA Henry Bergh Children’s Book Award, listing on CCBC Choices, inclusion on 
the Texas Bluebonnet List, and a National Council of Teachers of English Notable 
Children's Book in the Language Arts recognition. 
 
Poetry and Observation 
 

Hummingbird Nest offers a series of poems full of observations of the 
emergence of two hummingbirds from eggs in a nest based on an actual experience 
George had watching a hummingbird on her patio one spring. George kept a journal 
during the two-month bird-watching experience and then shaped those observations 
into poetry. The journal format is an intriguing model for a poetry book and one that 
children might try themselves. In addition, the poems are connected, one to another, 
and weave a carefully sequenced narrative complete with dates noted in the 
illustrations that children can track on a calendar.  
 
Poetic Form and Voice 
 

In addition, some of the poems rhyme or are very rhythmic, while others are 
elegant examples of free verse. Thoughtful readers may want to discuss why the poet 
chose one poetic form over another for a particular poem or description. George also 
offers poem perspectives from multiple points of view, including her daughter and 
the family dog and cat. Children may enjoy reading them aloud “in character.” For 
example, a reader (with a dog mask or puppet) can read aloud “The Dog Complains” 
while another (with a cat mask or puppet) reads aloud “The Cat Remarks” and a third 
(with a bird mask or puppet) reads the hummingbird’s point of view in “Warning.” So 
many possibilities emerge for enjoying this single collection of science-appropriate 
poetry.  
 
Expanding the Poetry Study 

 
For readers who want to explore even further, Kristine George offers an 

extensive Author’s Note at the end of the book, along with a discussion of more     
facts about hummingbirds and a list of related books for younger and older     
readers.  Her “American Library Association Great Web Site for Kids” 
(http://www.kristengeorge.com/hummingbird_nest.html) suggests even more in-
depth resources on the hummingbird topic. 
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• Background notes on the writing of the book 
• Four poems from the book available in downloadable audio 
• Links to multiple Web sites with more information about hummingbirds, 

related books and videos, and names of guest experts 
• Links to teacher guides, student activities, clipart, photos, hummingbird e-

cards, and even Web cam links for observing actual hummingbirds 
• Links to the Hummingbird Society, the National Audubon Society, Project 

Wildlife, and more 
 
Expanding the Poetry Content 
 

Hummingbird Nest is also an excellent companion to nonfiction life cycle 
books such as An Extraordinary Life: The Story of a Monarch Butterfly by Laurence 
Pringle (Orchard, 1997) or Lois Ehlert’s book, Waiting for Wings (Harcourt, 2001). 
Young bird watchers or butterfly watchers may want to keep their own journals 
about the local specimens they sight. Invite a local naturalist or “birder” to present 
further information. And for more poetry about birds, seek out these lovely 
illustrated collections: 

 
Wings on the Wind: Bird Poems by Kate Kiesler (Clarion, 2002) 
Bird Watch by Jane Yolen (Putnam, 1999) 
Today at the Bluebird Cafe: A Branchful of Birds by Deborah Ruddell 

(McElderry, 2007) 
Wild Birds by Joanne Ryder (HarperCollins, 2003) 

 
More by the Poet and Artist 
 

Children who enjoy poems about nature, animals, and experiences outdoors 
will likely respond to some of Kristine George’s other poetry collections, including 
The Great Frog Race and Other Poems (Clarion 1997), Old Elm Speaks: Tree Poems 
(Clarion 1998), and Toasting Marshmallows: Camping Poems (Clarion 2001). These 
poems explore the natural world in fresh and playful imagery and language. Find a 
shady spot outside to read these poems or bring the outdoors in by pitching a small 
tent for quiet indoor reading of nature poems. 

And let’s not forget those gorgeous illustrations by Barry Moser which are 
perfectly conceived, executed, and placed on every creamy page. Children may enjoy 
digging further into his work, looking at his presentation of other birds in When Birds 
Could Talk And Bats Could Sing by Virginia Hamilton, illustrated by Barry Moser (Blue 
Sky Press, 1996) or The Bird House by Cynthia Rylant, illustrated by Barry Moser 
(Blue Sky Press, 1998). 

 
By Sylvia Vardell 

 
 
 


